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In this newsletter:

Regulatory update — latest news on data sharing, EMA-HTA joint scientific advice
workshop

EFSPI Scientific Meetings — debrief of recent meeting on survival analysis

SIG News — HTA SIG @ ISPOR, new integrated data analysis SIG

Association of the month: SSL - Finland

Update on the International Year of Statistics — recent activities
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The man behind SSL and awakening of biostatistical branch in Finland is Professor Juhani Tuominen.
Prof. Tuominen started and headed a two year Master’s degree programme in biostatistics at the
University of Turku. He had a vision to satisfy the specific need for statistical expertise in the
pharmaceutical industry and to ensure a culture of continuous learning.

Despite the biometrics boom around year 2000, pharmaceutical biostatisticians remain an
endangered species in Finland. The challenge is keeping the small community active. Intellectual and
social regression is a real threat unless we manage to retain the drive and lively collaboration in the
future also.

SSL holds biannual meetings consisting of scientific presentations, the official general meeting and a
recreational part. The meetings also welcome attendees from academia, including students. Often
some of the presentations are given by new graduates on their master’s thesis. Every other year we
co-organize meetings with our fellow-organization in Sweden (FMS). Last May Bayesian Data
Analysis workshop was held in Espoo together with FMS. In recent years SSL has arranged also
following workshops/courses: Statistical issues in clinical trials (2002), Introduction to CDISC (2003),
Phase Il clinical trial designs (2004), Adaptive designs (2007) and Nonlinear mixed models (2009).
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TIONAL YEAR OF

Update on the International Year of Statistics STATISTICS

There are now 2,292 organizations from 128 different countries around the globe participating in the
International Year of Statistics. You can view the current participant and country lists by going to the
Statistics2013 website.

Optimism about the future of the discipline and profession of statistics and a keen awareness of the
challenges ahead were on full display at the Future of the Statistical Sciences Workshop in London
11"-12" November. More than 100 top researchers in statistics and scientists from other fields who
collaborate with statisticians examined a broad range of science across which statistics is not only
applied but also is providing important guidance to developing new science and making science
better.

Leading experts on statistics and data science will tell their stories about the value of statistics to
science, industry, health, business and beyond during an insightful, free webcast on December 11
that will be hosted by Analytically Speaking. The event will mark the end of the International Year of
Statistics.

Don’t forget to view the Activities Calendar on the Statistics2013 website to see what activities are
being planned for the rest of 2013 and beyond.
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